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^ AROUND THE NATION ___ 

i; West German Accused of Spying for East 

jf TAMPA — A West German auto me- 
chanic who has confessed to spying for 17 
S years was ordered held without bond for 

( allegedly attempting to buy military se- 
crets from an undercover agent for de- 
livery to East German intelligence. 1 

Ernst Ludwig Wolfgang Forbrich, 43, 
who was born in East Germany, was ar- , 
rested in Clearwater Beach after a meet- j 
frig with an FBI agent posing as an Army 1 
n intelligence officer. 

n .Forbrich made a down payment for a 
I? paper marked “secret” and promised the 
tjrest of an unspecified sum later when the 
^document was delivered to foreign intel- 
ligence operatives, according to the com- ; 

~ plaint • 

The document contained "information ; 
frthe unauthorized disclosure of which 
■ |could reasonably be expected to cause se- 
Jrious damage to the national defense,” ac- 
cording to FBI agent James Patrick 
.^Laflin, who signed the complaint 
•i Federal agents said their investigation 
indicated that Forbrich had served as a 
conduit for information to the East Ger- 
5 man ministry that collects foreign intel- 
ligence. An FBI spokesman said the bu- 
reau received information in July, 1982,' 
k jthat .indicated Forbrich had sold classi- 
|fied U.S. military secrets to East Ger- 
| many. 



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/21 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000201 980005-8 


